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Crane Operator Certification Requirements in Utah 
 

On February 8, 2011 Utah Occupational Safety and Health (UOSH) adopted  

the Federal Standard for Cranes and Derricks in Construction, part CC of  

29 CFR 1926 and 29 CFR 1926.1400 -1442. This OSHA crane rule  

became effective in Utah August 8, 2011.  

 

The current certification requirements of the Utah Department of  

Professional Licensing (DOPL) exempts certain construction activities  

from crane operator certification including, single family detached  

housing, multifamily attached housing up to and including a fourplex, and  

commercial construction of not more than two stories above ground.  

 

The provisions of 29 CFR 1926.1427, related to operator qualification and certifica-

tion. will become effective November 10. 2014. After that date, ALL CONSTRUC-

TION CRANE OPERATORS must be certified. This OSHA standard adopted in 

Utah applies to the entire construction industry and all types of construction work 

without exception.  

 

OSHA has published a booklet entitled, “Small Entity Compliance Guide for the Fi-

nal Rule for Cranes and Derricks in Construction”, OSHA publication 3433-06, 2011. 

You can order copies of this publication by calling 1800-321-6742 or visiting their 

website at www.osha.gov.  

 

For further information about how to comply with this standard in Utah, please con-

tact UOSH Compliance at 801-530-6901 or UOSH Consultation at 801-530-6855. 

For information about acceptable certification providers, please contact the Utah De-

partment of Professional Licensing, Bureau 4 at 801-536-3039, or visit their website 

at www.dopl.utah.gov.  
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Compressed 

air  

can be  

dangerous 

 if not used 

safely  

because the air 

is at  

high velocity 

and under 

enough force 

to cause  

serious injury 

or  

even death  

What are the dangers of using an air hose to clean off  
after working? 

Air compressors are a common sight in many workplaces such as auto repair 

shops, wood shops, construction sites, and many different types of manufactur-

ing plants.  Compressed air is used for a variety of functions, such as operating 

air-powered tools like nail guns and cleaning machinery.   Compressed air can be 

dangerous if not used safely because the air is at high velocity and under enough 

force to cause serious injury or even death if it hits a person in the wrong place.   

Bruising 

One of the injuries that can be caused by compressed air is bruising, even a small 

blast of air can cause moderate to severe bruising depending on the pressure the 

compressor is set at. 

 

Blindness 

A blast of high pressure compressed air in your eye could damage your eyes or 

cause blindness.    

 

Deafness 

Compressed air at a distance of four inches and at 40 PSI carries enough power 

to rupture your eardrum and could cause permanent deafness.   

 

Internal Injuries 

If compressed air hits you in an area where there is a vital organ with enough 

force it can do damage or cause internal bleeding.   

 

Embolism 

If you have a cut or break in your skin and a high powered shot of compressed is 

directed to that area the result could be an air bubble or embolism in the blood 

stream which could make its way to your brain and rupture causing serious dam-

age to your brain.   

 

Ruptured Lungs 

If compressed air is released in or near your mouth it could damage or rupture 

your respiratory system and cause serious injury.    

 

Personal protective equipment (ppe) should be used to protect workers from any 

uncontrolled release of compressed air and flying debris.  OSHA standard 29 

CFR 1910.242 (b) requires that compressed air used for cleaning purposes must 

be reduced to less than 30 psig (pounds per square inch gauge) and adequate chip 

guarding and ppe in place to protect operator and other employees from the haz-

ards of compressed gas and flying debris.    

 

Health and Wellness  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pg 2  



 

 

 

Federal OSHA has issued a new bulletin  
called General Respiratory Protection Guidance for Employers and Workers avail-

able below or on the internet at  www.osha.gov/dts/shib/respiratory_protection.pdf .  

This bulletin provides basic information to workers and employers who may be using 

respiratory protection for the first time. The guidance provides information on what 

respirators are, how they work, and what is needed for a respirator to provide protec-

tion.  More information on respiratory protection is available on OSHA's Respiratory 

Protection Safety and Health Topics Page at www.osha.gov/SLTC/

respiratoryprotection/index. A copy of the new bulletin is on the next four pages  of 

this newsletter.   

 

Keeping Your Office Safe from Electrical Hazards 
 

The office environment has changed dramatically in recent years as a result of new office technologies and  

improved electrical equipment. However, improper use of workplace equipment can cause serious electrical shock  

and burn injuries. 

 

Electrical accidents that occur in an office environment are usually a result of faulty or defective equipment, unsafe installa-

tion, or misuse of equipment – specifically, extension cords, power strips, and surge protectors. Awareness of electrical haz-

ards is critical to preventing accidents and creating a safer work environment. 

 

Following basic safety principles can help to ensure your safety and the safety of those 

around you: 

Surge protectors protect equipment; they do not provide protection from the potential hazards of an overloaded circuit. 

Make sure the electrical load is not too great for the circuit. 

Avoid overloading outlets by plugging in too many appliances. Portable appliances are usually those that can be trans-

ported easily and that have a cable and a plug such as desktop computers, printers, fax machines, photocopiers, desk lamps, 

and fans. 

Never plug in more than one high-wattage appliance to an outlet at a time. 

Inspect electrical cords once a month to ensure that they are not frayed, cracked, or damaged. 

Do not place electrical cords in high traffic areas, under carpets or across doorways where they pose a potential tripping 

hazard. 

Don’t fasten extension cords with staples, hang from nails, or suspend by wire. 

Plugs should fit securely into outlets, but never force a plug into an outlet if it doesn’t fit or modify a grounding prong.  

If electrical equipment malfunctions or gives off an odor, exercise caution before disconnecting it and ensure appropri-

ate maintenance is completed on the equipment. 

 

Ensure all electrical products are listed by an independent testing facility such as Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL), and 

are properly rated for their intended use, indoor or outdoor, and meet or exceed the power needs of the appliance or tool 

being plugged into it. 
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